Profile: Tonya T. Cannon
Tonya T. Cannon has a wealth of corporate, entertainment, and
educational experiences. Dr. Cannon (she holds a PhD in Organization
& Management) began her love of acting in her pre-school days in
Upstate New York. After high school, she trained for a year at New
York University’s Tisch School of the Arts majoring in Drama but was
soon called to the corporate world where she worked for more than
15 years as a human resource professional. During this time, she
completed her undergraduate degree program (Theatre
Arts/Psychology) and went on to complete her Masters in Human
Resource Management.
Soon, the stage called to her again and she was recognized twice for her acting achievements
by the Theatre Association of New York State for her comedic and dramatic performances in
Check, Please! and Dandelion Wishes, respectively. She then decided to make the move to the
west coast in April of 2014 in order to pursue a film acting career and she definitely hit the
ground running. Her drive and determination allowed her to obtain on set experiences, both in
front of and behind the camera, in such projects as the hit feature Straight Outta Compton, as
well as lesser known projects such as Unusual Suspects and The Badlands of Kain. In 2015, she
and her father, Jack Cannon, decided to channel the knowledge gained and create StageCraft
Productions, LLC in order to produce, write, and star in her feature debut, Distortion.
The following year, Dr. Cannon wrote 2 short films (crime/drama) which offered additional
experiences and insights into filmmaking, and went on to produce an additional two shorts as
well as the feature horror, Wiles: The Origin of Greater Magic in conjunction with up and
coming Latin star, Vinicius Machado (True Detective, Power). In 2017, Dr. Cannon seeks to
expand further into the entertainment arena with the creation of several television/streaming
projects as well as additional teleplays and feature films. Her latest project, Sorry, Wrong Text,
is a dramatic short film which will further demonstrate her writing, acting, and producing
capabilities. Dr. Cannon’s corporate business experience as well as her educational and
professional experiences all culminate in her being a well-rounded producing partner that is
both creative, yet budget conscious. Based on her experiences, she is able to create interesting
and compelling characters in stories with an eye towards what is cinematically engaging yet
budget friendly. The slate of projects that are currently in some form of development are sure
to keep StageCraft Productions busy and profitable for years to come.
The feature, Distortion, has been submitted to more than a dozen festivals across the world and
Wiles is currently in post-production.
Dr. Cannon holds a Bachelors in Theatre Arts – minor: Psychology, a Masters in Human
Resource Management, and a PhD in Organization & Management with a specialization in
Management Education.
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